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Conference Update

Thi s year 0sfi dovembee*X0el2ties one that you wondét want
the tentative agenda on the next few pages!

Conference registration will close October 24 A register at masfap.org!

The program committee has worked very hard to putting together an awesome conference
and | ooks forward to seeing everyone at this yea

Registration for the Conference Closes OCTOBER 24

4 Sailing Forwanrd Togelleer
= Embracin 7 new horizons and

—_— leading with resilience
——

a2yAG2NI {doYAda&aA2Y t2fA

November 10-12, 2025

\dake o the Ogants. HO

el

~

I NbOf Sa YIe& 0S adzoYAgQSR o0& |ye LISN >
O2y&aARSNI o2y o0& GKS a!{Cl!t az2yAid2NJ B
LJdzo t AAaKAYy3 Ay GKS ySgatSgSN®» Ly 3IASYSNIf I adz aa

2NBFYAT I 02 @0 YO RS IAKEPKAN 0SS Ay Of dZRSR Ay (KS adz YA
NEASNPSE GKS NARIKG G2 NB2SOdG 2N SRAG (GKS O2ydaSyi
Il NbOf Sa gAftf 06S SRAGSR FT2NJ I OOdzN) Oesx ljdzhtAGes Iy
LISNJ a2y AG2NE LISNJ LISNE2Y > O2YLIl yeés 2NJ 2NHIYAT a2y

Il NpOf Sa INB AYUSYRSR G2 0S AYyF2NXloa2ylf YR F2NJ
LINEY222Y 2NJ  ROSNbaAy3ID

LF GKS IdziK2NJ Aa dzyd 06 8t NBEOGKEREII I KSEA3RHED 2 M ORK /¢
OKFANLISNER2Y YR t NBaAaARSYlO FT2NJ I RSOAAAZ2Y | 62dzli L.

¢tKS al!{Cl!'t a2yAl2NJ A& ONRdIzAK{G G2 e2dz 6& GKS [/ 2YY
{dzoYA&daA2yad FT2N) 6§KS §zSEWI ftzf BBt haA 2 W &

|
2




Conference Basket Donations Needed!

Hel p us raise money for this yeards chosen char.i

The Lake of the Ozarks Idiots Club.

This incredible organization is dedicated to uplifting children in need by providing essen-
tial resources and opportunities to participate in school and community activities. Since
2014, theydve made @& apsistmdovar 63@M00ichidrea and investing
more than $1.5 million to support youth living in poverty.

To help further their miTasKiyon toouroueedtrdenations from

organizing a silent auction and are seeking College Ave, Cottey College, Drury University,
basket donations. Please consider donating a KHESLC, SoFi, Western Governors

basket yourself or come together as an office University, Truman, Logan University, North
to sponsor a themed basket. Here are several Central Missouri College, and Missouri
examples below!! Feel free to get creative and Scholarship & Loan Foundation. These
design your own! sponsors have donated a variety of baskets

including the following themes:
1 Pet Basket (Dog/Cat) 9 9

) 1 Game Night Basket
Rainy Day Basket

_ Pickleball Basket
Baking Basket

. Movie Night Basket
Wrapping Paper Basket

Baking Basket
Car Wash Basket

) Taste of St. Louis Basket
Tailgate Basket

= =4 A -4 -

Date Night In Basket

. : 1 Self-Care Basket
Holiday Baking Basket

_ _ Email Ginny Burns and/or Alex Miller to let
Kansas City Chiefs Basket them know you will donate an auction

Kid Basket basket!

1
)l
1
1
1
1 Cardinals Basket
1
1
1
q Ginny.Burns@mohela.com

Thanksgiving Basket
Alexandriam@mohela.com

Attention Exhibitors!

We want to see you at MASFAP! Make sure to register for the
conference and complete the online exhibit form with the

MASFAP conference registration. We appreciate your support
of MASFAP and look forward to your attendance!




Tentative MASFAP Conference Agenda
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Tentative MASFAP Conference Agenda
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Tentative MASFAP Conference Agenda
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Important Reéminder:

Conference
Registration Closes
October244n

Register NOW/ at
masfap.org




Missouri at MASFAA

The conference
charity wap Avads
Grace Scholarship
Program, a
program of The
Scholarship
Foundation of St.
Louis. The mission
is to end the cycle
of incarceration
through the gift of
education.

The Missouri group had a fun filled dinner together while at MASFAA.




Missouri at MASFAA

Missouri had an excellent
showing at MASFAA which
was held in St. Charles,

Missouri this year!




MASFAP Happenings and Tidbits

| Holly Allen, Goldfarb School of Nursing: My
I news is that we will be welcoming baby #5 in
mid-January! | 6ve attachgeg
| picture from the end of May.

o

a cur |

University of Central Missouri:
Currently, Charissa Davis is being
promoted from Assistant Director to
Associate Director at UCM! Great
news and well -deserved!

SO0 00O

Kansas City University: The KCU Office
has welcomed a new employee, Dylan
Babcock. Dylan comes from K -State and
started with us in June!

. )
.

Culver -Stockton University: Patti
Mathieson was promoted in June from
Associate Director of Financial Aid to Senior
Associate Director of Financial Aid &

Manager of Graduate Aid. R E C E N T c H A N G E S




MASFAP Happenings and Tidbits

What
Happeni

Melissa Findley, Missouri Scholarship &

Loan Foundation: My husband and I, along

i i 4 with some friends, recently traveled to Austria

4 and Germany to experience Oktoberfest. We had
an absolute blast 9 the beer halls were lively, the
sites were incredible, and it truly was a trip of a
lifetime!

Dyllon Harper, Central

Methodist University: My wife
and | had our first baby
8/20/2025, Brooklyn Ann Harper.
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DHEWD You Knoweé??

Journey to Tollege

E2aHORqaqT IOH! 1O 4! Oc JT | RAt e lO~?2Cc Ei ?

Our Outreach team travels statewide to help Missouri students plan and pay for college
through the Journey to College (J2C) initiative. While J2C does focus on high school students,
J2C also offers several collegiate resources that can help Financial Aid Officers (FAOS) ensure
their students are financially literate and empowered to complete their degrees. FAOs can
access J2C resources through MDHEWDO® s J o ur n e ywelipage ahad diréctethepie
students to the learner -centered Journey to College  webpage.

One of Outreachds main undertakings i s support.i

campus FAFSA Frenzy events to encourage returning college students to complete the FAFSA

by providing one -on-one application assistance in  -person or virtually.  Regqistering a FAFSA
Frenzy online with MDHEWD automatically adds public events to the FAFSA Frenzy Event
Calendar/ Volunteer Opportunity List , plus allows FAOs to request materials and promotional
items; private events can be added to the calendar by request. FAOs can also request onsite

event support by contacting Outreach at journeytocollege@dhewd.mo.gov . Moreover, students
who attend a registered FAFSA Frenzy event between October 1 and April 1 can enter to win

one of 20 $500 Journey to College Scholarships . Find helpful advice for hosting activities and
events in the J2C Site Coordinator Resource Manual

Additionally, Outreach offers several publications of interest to college students. FAOs can

order hard copies free of charge or download a PDF. Publications include:

Tips for Note Taking © a one-pager with tips and tricks to take notes more efficiently

Financial Aid Guide & a guide to state and federal financial aid resources

| t s Ne v e 0 alraclure bomadudt learners pursuing additional education

Planning for Financial Success 0 financial literacy, money management tips, and budget
worksheets

Outreach team members also present on financial aid -related topics, including paying for
college, state and federal aid programs, and financial literacy. FAOs can request an Outreach

presenter for groups of any size. Find even more FAO resources in the J2C Resource Library

Lastly, FAOs can direct students to journeytocollege.mo.qgov _ for resources on financial literacy,
money management, state and federal financial aid, and scholarship search.

For more information on how MDHEWDOGSs Outreach
journeytocollege@dhewd.mo.qgov

t
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https://dhewd.mo.gov/ppc/journey-to-college
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov
https://dhewd.mo.gov/ppc/journey-to-college/fafsa-frenzy
https://moexperience.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0InQIXgjRlotMBo
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov/pay/file-a-fafsa/fafsa-frenzy/public-fafsa-frenzy-events/
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov/pay/file-a-fafsa/fafsa-frenzy/public-fafsa-frenzy-events/
mailto:journeytocollege@dhewd.mo.gov
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2023/10/09252025J2C_ScholarshipFlyer2025.pdf
https://dhewd.mo.gov/media/pdf/2025-2026-site-coordinator-manual
https://dhewd.mo.gov/ppc/publications
https://form.asana.com/?k=xiYc9cSQUGNx1F7teFNzzw&d=1150690211262883
https://form.asana.com/?k=xiYc9cSQUGNx1F7teFNzzw&d=1150690211262883
https://dhewd.mo.gov/ppc/journey-to-college/manual
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov
mailto:journeytocollege@dhewd.mo.gov

MDHEWD News

E2aHOGRaqaqlJT IOAH! 1O G! IOc JT | RAt elO~2?2Cc Ei ?

Congratulations to the reorganized State Student Financial Aid Committee on completing its
first year of service! The dedicated financial aid professionals who form the Committee play an
essential role in advising MDHEWD on increasing transparency, efficiency, and operational
responsiveness by ensuring that we are administering robust, well -funded state student
financial aid programs that prioritize students.

Please join us in thanking the Committee members for their unwavering dedicated service to
higher education and their commitment to Missouri students.

Public Four -year Institutions

Karen Thompson, Lincoln University

Charles Mayfield, Northwest Missouri State University
Rob Moore, Missouri State University

Emily Haynam, University of Missouri - Columbia

Independent Institutions

Zach Greenlee, Washington University in St. Louis

Cassandra Hicks, Southeast Missouri Hospital College of Nursing and Health Sciences
Brice Baumgardner, Hannibal  -LaGrange University

Colleen Brown, Columbia College

Public Community Colleges /
Amy Hager, Moberly Area Community College
Dena Norris, Metropolitan Community College ,

Anne Gill, Ozarks Technical Community College (9“
Kimberly Meeker, North Central Missouri College

-

State Technical Institutions
Heather Kleekamp, State Technical College of Missouri

Vocational/Technical Schools
Paige Pence, Lex La -Ray Technical Center
Anna Plattner, Grand River Technical School

Legislative Staff
Megan Jansen, Budget Analyst, Missouri Senate
Angela Smith, Budget Analyst, Missouri House of Representatives
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FAA Spotlight
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Whatos your title, and describe your r ol
institution?
'Vice President of Enrollment Management and Director of Financial Aid 0

: v | am responsible for the Admissions and Financial Aid Office
1 How long have you worked at your institution?

| have the easiest start date to remember, 01/02/03.
What has your career path been like?

My career started in admissions where | was responsible for Western Missouri and Western

States. | started a family and moved to financial aid about 17 years ago. For the last couple
of years | have had a bit of a split role between aid and admissions and with this new

opportunity I am  fully responsible for both.

Tell us about your financial aid team at your institution.

The brain of the operation is Mary Shirley; she is the team. She and | have worked together
for 9 years and have been atwo -person shop for 7 of those years. She is the best. The most
important thing to know about her is that she is a better person than she is a financial aid

team member, and she is beyond an exceptional aid team member. She has made me a
better husband, father and person. Everyone would be blessed to know Mary and to have

her in your life and on your team.

Do you have any mentors in your professional life?

| am not sure that | am able to say that this one person has been the sole mentor in my
professional life.  But | do know that there are many people who have poured into me
professionally and are and have been willing to listen and to give guidance at any time. I
fear that listing them all would take too much space in this newsletter, and | would hate to
accidentally leave someone out.

What have been your biggest accomplishments on your team?

We are not the most tech savvy team. So, each year that we make it through the coming
year setup and it works we are elated and thankful!

Tell us a bit about yourself and your family.

My wife and | have a son, Bennett, who is a graduating senior. We spend our days and
weekends chasing him around football fields, marching band competitions and baseball
diamonds. We are excited about the rest of this year for him and are nervous about the years

to come as he goes on to follow his dreams. We have a 25 pound Bernadoodle named
Moose. He spends his time napping and occasionally k
cat that walks through the yard. My wife has been a public school teacher for 23 years and

the retirement countdown is on.



FAA Spotlight, Continued

What do you like to do in your free time?

| like to be outside.  Golf, fish or just be
outside is what | usually do.

What is the last good movie or Netflix series
you watched and enjoyed?

It has been a while since | enjoyed a good
movie. | think it must have been The
BeeKeeper. | enjoy a movie where you never
run out of bullets and lots of things blow up.

What kind of music do you listen to and
what s the best concert youdve been to?

Pandora radio stations in rotation: Dave
Matthews Band, Ben Rector, Matt Kearny,
Drew Holcumb and the Neighbors,
Needtobreathe and 90 Rock when | need to get
some aggression out.

Best concert was Needtobreathe at the Steifel
Theatre in St. Louis with a close second of
Dave Matthews at Busch Stadium.

Do you like traveling?

Yes, but not as much as | used to. Home is a
lot of fun.

Tell us a fun fact or something few people
know about you:

At one ti me, [ had the 900s version of the mul l
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