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When I look around, itõs hard to 
believe weõre already halfway 
through October. The trees are 
still mostly green, the days are 
still warm, but my calendar 
insists itõs true. I hope the start 
of the new academic year has 
gone well, even as this fall brings 
new challenges and constant 
motion for those of us in 
financial aid.  
 

Weõre once again navigating 
significant transitions with OB3  
shaping the future of how we 
serve students and families. 
Change has always been a 
constant companion in our 
profession, but what defines us 
as financial aid professionals, 
and as MASFAP members, is how 
we rise to meet it. Whether itõs 
new legislation, updated systems, 
or shifting timelines, we adapt, 
we collaborate, and we find ways 
to turn challenges into 
opportunities.  
 

That spirit was on full display  
last week at the MASFAA 
Conference in St. Charles, MO . 
It was wonderful to see so many 
familiar faces and new colleagues 
come together to share ideas, ask 
tough questions, and build 
connections across our region. 
The conversations there 
reminded us that weõre not 
navigating these changes alone. 
Weõre part of a strong, supportive 

community that thrives on 
collaboration and innovation.  
 

And that momentum continues as 
we look ahead to our own Fall 
Conference at the Lake of the 
Ozarks next month. This yearõs 
theme, Sailing Forward Together: 
Embracing New Horizons and 
Leading with Resilience , couldnõt 
be more fitting. Weõll have the 
chance to step away from our 
campuses, reconnect with peers, 
and focus on the tools, insights, 
and encouragement we need to 
keep moving forward ñtogether.  
 

As October winds down and we 
look toward the months ahead, 
letõs carry with us the energy, 
inspiration, and camaraderie that 
define our MASFAP community. 
The waves of change may be 
strong, but our collective strength 
is stronger.  
 

I canõt wait to see you all at the 
Lake!  

Valõs Voice 
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Conference Update 

aƻƴƛǘƻǊ {ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

!ǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ a!{C!t aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ 

ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ Lƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 

ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ƻǊ ŜŘƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘΦ 

!ǊǝŎƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ {ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǇŜǊ aƻƴƛǘƻǊΣ ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ 

!ǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƻŦ a!{C!t ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 

ǇǊƻƳƻǝƻƴ ƻǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎΦ  

LŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƛǎ ǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŦŜǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

ŎƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ a!{C!t aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ƛǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ  

{ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ a!{C!t aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ фΣ нлнсΦ 

This yearõs conferenceñNovember 10 -12ñis one that you wonõt want to miss. Check out 

the tentative agenda on the next few pages!  

Conference registration will close October 24 ñregister at masfap.org!  

The program committee has worked very hard to putting together an awesome conference 

and looks forward to seeing everyone at this yearõs conference. 

Registration for the Conference Closes OCTOBER 24  
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Conference Basket Donations Needed! 

Attention Exhibitors!  

We want to see you at MASFAP! Make sure to register for the 

conference and complete the online exhibit form with the 

MASFAP conference registration.  We appreciate your support 

of MASFAP and look forward to your attendance!  

Help us raise money for this yearõs chosen charity:  

The Lake of the Ozarks Idiots Club.  

This incredible organization is dedicated to uplifting children in need by providing essen-

tial resources and opportunities to participate in school and community activities. Since 
2014, theyõve made a profound impact ñ assisting over 63,000 children and investing 

more than $1.5 million to support youth living in poverty.  

To help further their mission, weõre 

organizing a silent auction and are seeking 
basket donations. Please consider donating a 

basket yourself or come together as an office 
to sponsor a themed basket. Here are several 
examples below!! Feel free to get creative and 

design your own!  

¶ Pet Basket (Dog/Cat)  

¶ Rainy Day Basket  

¶ Baking Basket  

¶ Wrapping Paper Basket  

¶ Car Wash Basket  

¶ Tailgate Basket  

¶ Cardinals Basket  

¶ Holiday Baking Basket  

¶ Kansas City Chiefs Basket  

¶ Kid Basket  

¶ Thanksgiving Basket  

Thank you to our current donations from 

College Ave, Cottey College, Drury University, 
KHESLC, SoFi, Western Governors 

University, Truman, Logan University, North 
Central Missouri College, and Missouri 
Scholarship & Loan Foundation. These 

sponsors have donated a variety of baskets 

including the following themes:  

¶ Game Night Basket  

¶ Pickleball Basket  

¶ Movie Night Basket  

¶ Baking Basket  

¶ Taste of St. Louis Basket  

¶ Date Night In Basket  

¶ Self-Care Basket  

Email Ginny Burns and/or Alex Miller to let 
them know you will donate an auction 

basket!  

Ginny.Burns@mohela.com  

Alexandriam@mohela.com  
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Tentative MASFAP Conference Agenda 
 

~ŸŰĬċǃЯН ŸƻĲůĤĲƖНΝΜЯНΞΜΞΡ 
ΥаΟΜċů-ΦаΜΜċů  ĲƽĦŸůĲƖНÅĲŊŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰН§ƓĲŰ 

Φċů-ΝΞƓů EǂőŔĤŔƣŸƖНÉĲƣНÖƓ 

ΦċůН-НΝΜċů  ĲƽĦŸůĲƖН7ƖĲċťŉċƚƣНċŰĬНÂƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰ 

ΝΜċůН-НΝΝċů  ĲƽĦŸůĲƖН§ƖŔĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰ 

ΝΜċůН-ΝаΜΜƓů ÉƣċƣĲН]ƖċŰƣН9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲННыfŰƻŔƣċƣŔŸŰН§Űũǃь 

ΝΝаΟΜН-НΟаΟΜƓů   É[ Н9ƖĲĬĲŰƣŔċũН-НÉƣƨĬĲŰƣНEũŔŊŔĤŔũŔƣǃ 

ΝΝаΟΜН-НΟаΟΜƓů   É[ Н9ƖĲĬĲŰƣŔċũН-Н9ċƚőН~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣ 

ΝΞƓů-ΠƓů ÅĲŊŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰН§ƓĲŰ 

ΝΞƓů-ΠаΟΜНƓů EǂőŔĤŔƣН ƖĲċН§ƓĲŰ 

ΝΞаΟΜƓů xƨŰĦőĲƚН ƻċŔũċĤũĲ 

ΝƓůН-НΞƓů fŰƣĲƖĲƚƣНÉĲƚƚŔŸŰƚ 

 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ /ƻǎǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ 

 Director's Round Table 

 The impact of the DEI orders 

 
.ǳǊƴƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ C! ƻŶŎŜ-wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜΣ wŜŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜōǳƛƭŘ 

ΞƓůН-НΞаΝΡƓů 7ƖĲċť 

ΞаΝΡƓůН-НΟаΝΡƓů fŰƣĲƖĲƚƣНÉĲƚƚŔŸŰƚ 

 [ŔŰċŰĦŔċũН ŔĬН?ċƣċНѼН?ċƚőĤŸċƖĬƚ 

 EǭĲĦƣŔƻĲН9ŸůůƨŰŔĦċƣŔŸŰНÉƣƖċƣĲŊŔĲƚНŉŸƖН[ŔŰċŰĦŔċũН ŔĬН ĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŸƖƚНŔŰНxĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓНÅŸũĲƚ 

 C!C{! ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƛŜƭŘ - ǿƘŀǘ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŀ ¢Ŝƭƭ ¦ǎ 

 ŰċƻŔŊċƣŔŰŊНƽŸƖťƓũċĦĲНċŰǂŔĲƣǃ 

ΟаΟΜƓůН-НΠаΟΜНƓůН Introduction and General Session - Financial Aid Hot Topics 

ΠаΟΜƓůН-НΡаΟΜƓů ƚƚŸĦŔċƣĲН~ĲůĤĲƖН~ŔǂĲƖНƽŔƣőН7ŸċƖĬ 

ΡаΟΜƓů-ΤƓů ?ŔŰŰĲƖ-9őċƖŔƣǃЯНÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣѣƚНìĲũĦŸůĲНċŰĬН~ĲƚƚċŊĲƚНŉƖŸůНůĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓ 

ΤаΟΜƓů-ΝΜƓů éĲŰĬŸƖН ĦƣŔƻŔƣǃН-НĤƨŔũĬНǃŸƨƖНŸƽŰНĤŸċƣНƽŔƣőНċНƣƽŔƚƣ 
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Tentative MASFAP Conference Agenda 
 ÑƨĲƚĬċǃЯН ŸƻĲůĤĲƖНΝΝЯНΞΜΞΡ 

сΥллŀƳ-тΥллŀƳ ìċũťŔŰŊН]ƖŸƨƓ 
ΤаΟΜċů-ΝΞƓůН ÅĲŊŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰН§ƓĲŰ 
ΤаΟΜċů-ΠаΟΜƓů EǂőŔĤŔƣŸƖН ƖĲċН§ƓĲŰ 
ΤаΜΜċů-ΥаΜΜċů 7ƖĲċťŉċƚƣН 
ΥаΜΜċů-ΦаΟΜċů ]ĲŰĲƖċũНÉĲƚƚŔŸŰНН-Н7ƨĬŊĲƣНÅĲĦŸŰĦŔũŔċƣŔŸŰНċŰĬН ĲŊНÅĲŊ 
ΦаΠΜċů-ΝΜаΠΜċů fŰƣĲƖĲƚƣНÉĲƚƚŔŸŰƚ 

  ċƻŔŊċƣŔŰŊН[ĲĬĲƖċũНìŸƖťНÉƣƨĬǃаН9őċƖƣŔŰŊНċН9ŸƨƖƚĲНƣŸН7ĲƚƣНÂƖċĦƣŔĦĲ 

 a!{C!tΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅΥ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ LƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

 !ǳŘƛǘ {ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ DǳƛŘŜΥ aŀǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƛƴƎƭŜ !ǳŘƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

 ĬŢƨƚƣŔŰŊНƣőĲНÉċŔũƚаНÖƚŔŰŊНÂƖŸŉĲƚƚŔŸŰċũНsƨĬŊůĲŰƣНƣŸН ċƻŔŊċƣĲНÉƣƨĬĲŰƣН ĲĲĬƚ 
 EǂĦĲũ ÑŔƓƚ ċŰĬ ÑƖŔĦťƚаНÖƚŔŰŊН[ƨŰĦƣŔŸŰƚ ċŰĬ ÂŔƻŸƣНÑċĤũĲƚ 
ΝΜаΠΜċů-ΝΝаΝΡċů 7ƖĲċťН 
ΝΝаΝΡ-ΝΞаΝΡƓů fŰƣĲƖĲƚƣНÉĲƚƚŔŸŰƚ 
 ±ŜǊƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŎƻŘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ 

 Fraud, security, data breach 

 5ŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ 

 9őċƖƣŔŰŊНƣőĲН9ŸƨƖƚĲаН ċƻŔŊċƣŔŰŊН9őċŰŊĲНċŰĬН7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊН[ũĲǂŔĤŔũŔƣǃНŔŰН[ŔŰċŰĦŔċũН ŔĬНÑƖċŔŰŔŰŊ 
 [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǾŜǊȅ {Ŝŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǇ 

ΝΞаΝΡƓů-ΝаΞΜƓů xƨŰĦőЯН7ƨƚŔŰĲƚƚоEǂĦőċŰŊĲН~ĲĲƣŔŰŊ 
ΝаΟΜƓů-ΞаΟΜƓů fŰƣĲƖĲƚƣНÉĲƚƚŔŸŰƚ 

 
uĲĲƓŔŰŊНƣőĲНÉőŔƓНŔŰНÉǃŰĦа НEŰƖŸũũůĲŰƣНÅĲƓŸƖƣŔŰŊНÂċƖƣŰĲƖƚőŔƓН7ĲƣƽĲĲŰН[ŔŰċŰĦŔċũН ŔĬНċŰĬНƣőĲН
ÅĲŊŔƚƣƖċƖѣƚН§ǭŔĦĲ 

 
9őċƖƣŔŰŊНċНĦŸƨƖƚĲНŉŸƖНċНĦƨũƣƨƖĲНŸŉНĦŸůƓũŔċŰĦĲаНEŰŊċŊŔŰŊНƚƣċťĲőŸũĬĲƖƚНċŰĬНŰċƻŔŊċƣŔŰŊНċĦр
ĦŸƨŰƣċĤŔũŔƣǃНċĦƖŸƚƚНĦċůƓƨƚ 

 Return to Repayment 

 ÑőĲНÖŰƚőċťĲŰНxĲċĬĲƖаНΝΟНfŰƚŔŊőƣƚНÑőĲǃН?ŸŰќƣНÑĲũũНòŸƨН ĤŸƨƣНxĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓ 
 É fН ĲĲĬƚН ŰċũǃƚŔƚНċŰĬНcċŰĬН9ċũĦƚ 
ΞаΟΜƓů-ΟƓů 7ƖĲċťН 
ΟƓů-ΠƓů fŰƣĲƖĲƚƣНÉĲƚƚŔŸŰƚН 
  ċƻŔŊċƣŔŰŊНÅΞÑΠаН9őċƖƣŔŰŊНċН9ŸƨƖƚĲНŉŸƖН9ŸůƓũŔċŰĦĲНċŰĬН9őċŰŊĲ 
 x?Â 
 ÉƣċƣĲНÂƖŸŊƖċůƚ 
 ƚťНċН?ŔƖĲĦƣŸƖ 

 ŰĦőŸƖĲĬНŔŰНÉĲƖƻŔĦĲаН ċƻŔŊċƣŔŰŊНƣőĲН9ƨƚƣŸůĲƖНEǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲНŔŰН[ŔŰċŰĦŔċũН ŔĬ 
ΠаΝΜƓů-ΡаΜΜƓů fŰƣĲƖĲƚƣНÉĲƚƚŔŸŰƚН- 
ΞЮΡЮΝ 7ŔƖĬƚНŸŉНċН[ĲċƣőĲƖН-НÑĲĦőоНÑƖċĬĲ 
ΞЮΡЮΞ 7ŔƖĬƚНŸŉНċН[ĲċƣőĲƖН-Н9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃНĦŸũũĲŊĲ 
ΞЮΡЮΟ 7ŔƖĬƚНŸŉНċН[ĲċƣőĲƖН-НΠНòĲċƖНÂƨĤũŔĦ 
ΞЮΡЮΠ 7ŔƖĬƚНŸŉНċН[ĲċƣőĲƖН-НΠНòĲċƖНÂƖŔƻċƣĲ 
ΞЮΡЮΡ 7ŔƖĬƚНŸŉНċН[ĲċƣőĲƖН-НƚƚŸĦŔċƣĲН~ĲůĤĲƖƚ 
ΡƓů-ΣƓů 9ƨƖƖĲŰƣНċŰĬНfŰĦŸůŔŰŊН7ŸċƖĬН~ŔǂĲƖ 
ΣƓů-ΤаΟΜƓůН ?ŔŰŰĲƖН-НƽċƖĬƚНċŰĬНÅĲĦŸŊŰŔƣŔŸŰ 
ΤаΠΡƓů-ΝΜƓů EƻĲŰŔŰŊН ĦƣŔƻŔƣǃНН-Н~ǃƚƣĲƖǃН7ŸǂНĦőċũũĲŰŊĲ 
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Tentative MASFAP Conference Agenda 
 

ìĲĬŰĲƚĬċǃЯН ŸƻĲůĤĲƖНΝΞЯНΞΜΞΡ 
сΥолŀƳ-тΥолŀƳ ìċũťŔŰŊН]ƖŸƨƓ 

ΥаΜΜċů-ΥаΠΡċů 9ŸŰƣŔŰĲŰƣċũН7ƖĲċťŉċƚƣ 

ΥаΠΡċů-ΦаΠΡċů   É[ НÖƓĬċƣĲ 

ΦаΠΡċů-ΝΜċů 7ƖĲċť 

ΝΜċů-ΝΞƓů ÉƣċƣĲНÖƓĬċƣĲЯНΞΜΞΣН7ŸċƖĬНfŰƣƖŸНċŰĬНÉĦőŸũċƖƚőŔƓН ŰŰŸƨŰĦĲůĲŰƣƚ 

ΝΜċů-ΝΞƓů 7ƖƨŰĦő 

Friendly and 

Important Reminder:  

Conference 

Registration Closes 

October 24 ñ 

Register NOW at 

masfap.org  
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Missouri at MASFAA 

The conference 

charity was Avaõs 
Grace Scholarship 

Program, a 
program of The 
Scholarship 

Foundation of St. 
Louis. The mission 
is to end the cycle 

of incarceration 
through the gift of 

education.  

The Missouri group had a fun filled dinner together while at MASFAA.  
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Missouri at MASFAA 

Missouri had an excellent 

showing at MASFAA which 
was held in St. Charles, 

Missouri this year!  
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MASFAP Happenings and Tidbits 

University of Central Missouri: 

Currently, Charissa Davis is being 
promoted from Assistant Director to 

Associate Director at UCM!   Great 

news and well -deserved!  

Holly Allen, Goldfarb School of Nursing: My 

news is that we will be welcoming baby #5 in 
mid -January! Iõve attached a current family 

picture from the end of May.  

Kansas City University: The KCU Office 

has welcomed a new employee, Dylan 
Babcock.   Dylan comes from K -State and 

started with us in June!  

Culver -Stockton University:  Patti 

Mathieson was  promoted in June from 
Associate Director of Financial Aid to Senior 

Associate Director of Financial Aid & 

Manager of Graduate Aid.  
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MASFAP Happenings and Tidbits 

Dyllon Harper, Central 

Methodist University: My wife 
and I had our first baby 

8/20/2025, Brooklyn Ann Harper.  

Melissa Findley, Missouri Scholarship & 
Loan Foundation: My husband and I, along 

with some friends, recently traveled to Austria 
and Germany to experience Oktoberfest. We had 
an absolute blast ð the beer halls were lively, the 
sites were incredible, and it truly was a trip of a 
lifetime!  



11 

 

 

 

 

 

DHEWD You Knowé?? 
 

 

 

ÉƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬЮĤǃЮ ůǃЮcĲĬƖŔĦťеЮ~?cEì? 

 

Our Outreach team travels statewide to help Missouri students plan and pay for college 

through the Journey to College (J2C) initiative. While J2C does focus on high school students, 

J2C also offers several collegiate resources that can help Financial Aid Officers (FAOs) ensure 

their students are financially literate and empowered to complete their degrees. FAOs can 

access J2C resources through MDHEWDõs Journey to College webpage and direct their 

students to the learner -centered Journey to College  webpage.  

 

One of Outreachõs main undertakings is supporting J2Cõs FAFSA Frenzy. FAOs can host 

campus FAFSA Frenzy  events to encourage returning college students to complete the FAFSA 

by providing one -on-one application assistance in -person or virtually. Registering  a FAFSA 

Frenzy online with MDHEWD automatically adds public events to the FAFSA Frenzy Event 

Calendar/ Volunteer Opportunity List , plus allows FAOs to request materials and promotional 

items; private events can be added to the calendar by request. FAOs can also request onsite 

event support by contacting Outreach at journeytocollege@dhewd.mo.gov . Moreover, students 

who attend a registered FAFSA Frenzy event between October 1 and April 1 can enter to win 

one of 20 $500 Journey to College Scholarships . Find helpful advice for hosting activities and 

events in the J2C Site Coordinator Resource Manual .  

 

Additionally, Outreach offers several publications  of interest to college students. FAOs can 

order hard copies free of charge or download a PDF. Publications include:  

Tips for Note Taking  ð a one -pager with tips and tricks to take notes more efficiently  

Financial Aid Guide  ð a guide to state and federal financial aid resources  

Itõs Never Too Late ð a brochure for adult learners pursuing additional education  

Planning for Financial Success  ð financial literacy, money management tips, and budget 

worksheets  

 

Outreach team members also present on financial aid -related topics, including paying for 

college, state and federal aid programs, and financial literacy. FAOs can request an Outreach 

presenter  for groups of any size. Find even more FAO resources in the J2C Resource Library . 

 

Lastly, FAOs can direct students to journeytocollege.mo.gov  for resources on financial literacy, 

money management, state and federal financial aid, and scholarship search.  

 

For more information on how MDHEWDõs Outreach team can help you, contact them at 

journeytocollege@dhewd.mo.gov .   

https://dhewd.mo.gov/ppc/journey-to-college
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov
https://dhewd.mo.gov/ppc/journey-to-college/fafsa-frenzy
https://moexperience.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0InQIXgjRlotMBo
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov/pay/file-a-fafsa/fafsa-frenzy/public-fafsa-frenzy-events/
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov/pay/file-a-fafsa/fafsa-frenzy/public-fafsa-frenzy-events/
mailto:journeytocollege@dhewd.mo.gov
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2023/10/09252025J2C_ScholarshipFlyer2025.pdf
https://dhewd.mo.gov/media/pdf/2025-2026-site-coordinator-manual
https://dhewd.mo.gov/ppc/publications
https://form.asana.com/?k=xiYc9cSQUGNx1F7teFNzzw&d=1150690211262883
https://form.asana.com/?k=xiYc9cSQUGNx1F7teFNzzw&d=1150690211262883
https://dhewd.mo.gov/ppc/journey-to-college/manual
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov
mailto:journeytocollege@dhewd.mo.gov
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MDHEWD News 
ÉƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬЮĤǃЮ ůǃЮcĲĬƖŔĦťеЮ~?cEì? 

Congratulations to the reorganized State Student Financial Aid Committee on completing its 

first year of service! The dedicated financial aid professionals who form the Committee play an 

essential role in advising MDHEWD on increasing transparency, efficiency, and operational 

responsiveness by ensuring that we are administering robust, well -funded state student 

financial aid programs that prioritize students.  

 

Please join us in thanking the Committee members for their unwavering dedicated service to 

higher education and their commitment to Missouri students.  

 

Public Four -year Institutions  

Karen Thompson, Lincoln University  

Charles Mayfield, Northwest Missouri State University  

Rob Moore, Missouri State University  

Emily Haynam, University of Missouri - Columbia  

 

Independent Institutions  

Zach Greenlee, Washington University in St. Louis  

Cassandra Hicks, Southeast Missouri Hospital College of Nursing and Health Sciences  

Brice Baumgardner, Hannibal -LaGrange University  

Colleen Brown, Columbia College  

 

Public Community Colleges  

Amy Hager, Moberly Area Community College  

Dena Norris, Metropolitan Community College  

Anne Gill, Ozarks Technical Community College  

Kimberly Meeker, North Central Missouri College  

 

State Technical Institutions  

Heather Kleekamp, State Technical College of Missouri  

 

Vocational/Technical Schools  

Paige Pence, Lex La -Ray Technical Center  

Anna Plattner, Grand River Technical School  

 

Legislative Staff  

Megan Jansen, Budget Analyst, Missouri Senate  

Angela Smith, Budget Analyst, Missouri House of Representatives  
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ÉƓŸƣũŔŊőƣжЮЮ7ƖŔĦĲЮ7ċƨůŊċƖĬŰĲƖеЮcċŰŰŔĤċũ-xċ]ƖċŰŊĲЮ
ÖŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃ 

Whatõs your title, and describe your role and responsibilities at your 
institution?   

Vice President of Enrollment Management and Director of Financial Aid ð 

I am responsible for the Admissions and Financial Aid Office   

 How long have you worked at your institution?   

I have the easiest start date to remember, 01/02/03.   

What has your career path been like?   

My career started in admissions where I was responsible for Western Missouri and Western 
States.   I started a family and moved to financial aid about 17 years ago.   For the last couple 

of years I have had a bit of a split role between aid and admissions and with this new 

opportunity I am   fully responsible for both.   

Tell us about your financial aid team at your institution.   

The brain of the operation is Mary Shirley; she is the team.   She and I have worked together 
for 9 years and have been a two -person shop for 7 of those years.   She is the best.   The most 

important thing to know about her is that she is a better person than she is a financial aid 
team member, and she is beyond an exceptional aid team member.   She has made me a 
better husband, father and person.   Everyone would be blessed to know Mary and to have 

her in your life and on your team.   

Do you have any mentors in your professional life?   

I am not sure that I am able to say that this one person has been the sole mentor in my 
professional life.   But I do know that there are many people who have poured into me 
professionally and are and have been willing to listen and to give guidance at any time.   I 

fear that listing them all would take too much space in this newsletter, and I would hate to 

accidentally leave someone out.   

What have been your biggest accomplishments on your team?   

We are not the most tech savvy team.   So, each year that we make it through the coming 

year setup and it works we are elated and thankful!   

Tell us a bit about yourself and your family.   

My wife and I have a son, Bennett, who is a graduating senior.   We spend our days and 
weekends chasing him around football fields, marching band competitions and baseball 

diamonds. We are excited about the rest of this year for him and are nervous about the years 
to come as he goes on to follow his dreams.   We have a 25 pound Bernadoodle named 

Moose.   He spends his time napping and occasionally keeping me safe from the neighborõs 
cat that walks through the yard.   My wife has been a public school teacher for 23 years and 

the retirement countdown is on.   

  

FAA Spotlight 
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FAA Spotlight, Continued 

What do you like to do in your free time?   

I like to be outside.   Golf, fish or just be 

outside is what I usually do.   

What is the last good movie or Netflix series 

you watched and enjoyed?   

It has been a while since I enjoyed a good 

movie.   I think it must have been The 
BeeKeeper.   I enjoy a movie where you never 

run out of bullets and lots of things blow up.   

What kind of music do you listen to and 

whatõs the best concert youõve been to?   

Pandora radio stations in rotation: Dave 
Matthews Band, Ben Rector, Matt Kearny, 
Drew Holcumb and the Neighbors, 

Needtobreathe and 90 Rock when I need to get 

some aggression out.   

Best concert was Needtobreathe at the Steifel 
Theatre in St. Louis with a close second of 

Dave Matthews at Busch Stadium.    

Do you like traveling?   

Yes, but not as much as I used to.   Home is a 

lot of fun.   

Tell us a fun fact or something few people 

know about you:    

At one time, I had the 90õs version of the mullet that my son is currently sporting.   

  


